
 

1

 

 

Winter 2016 

Adoption 
Support Fund 
Extended  
We	  are	  thrilled	  that	  the	  
government	  has	  committed	  to	  a	  
further	  4	  years	  of	  the	  ASF,	  and	  
have	  extended	  the	  fund	  to	  cover	  
post-‐placement	  support,	  which	  
was	  the	  missing	  link	  in	  the	  
adoption	  funding	  chain.	  They	  are	  
also	  intending	  to	  change	  
legislation,	  which	  will	  give	  
adoption	  as	  a	  permanence	  option	  
the	  priority	  it	  should	  have.	  
Adoption	  has	  come	  of	  age! 
 

Family Futures News 

Welcome	  to	  the	  latest	  edition	  of	  Family	  Futures	  News,	  our	  quarterly	  
newsletter	  that	  aims	  to	  tell	  you	  what	  we’ve	  been	  up	  to	  and	  what’s	  
happening	  here	  at	  Family	  Futures.	  

	  
For	  those	  of	  you	  who	  managed	  to	  read	  my	  “Round	  Up	  of	  2015”	  blog,	  
(http://www.familyfutures.co.uk/a-‐round-‐up-‐of-‐2015/)	  you’ll	  note	  we	  had	  
a	  very	  eventful	  year;	  with	  the	  latest	  news	  on	  the	  Adoption	  Support	  Fund	  
being	  extended,	  it	  certainly	  looks	  like	  2016	  will	  be	  another	  year	  where	  we	  
will	  be	  kept	  very	  busy	  and	  on	  our	  toes!	  

	  

Don’t	  forget	  to	  check	  out	  all	  of	  our	  courses	  for	  the	  forthcoming	  quarter	  –	  
we’ve	  added	  some	  great	  new	  programmes	  this	  year,	  so	  take	  a	  look	  on	  page	  
3	  and	  for	  more	  information	  visit	  our	  website:	  
http://www.familyfutures.co.uk/adoption-‐training/	  

	  

For	  the	  first	  time,	  we	  are	  offering	  special	  offers	  &	  a	  competition	  –	  head	  to	  
page	  4	  for	  details…	  

	  

As	  a	  team	  we	  are	  continuing	  to	  expand,	  so	  it	  gives	  me	  great	  pleasure	  in	  
welcoming	  four	  new	  staff	  members	  to	  Family	  Futures,	  we	  believe	  they	  will	  
be	  great	  assets	  to	  our	  wonderful	  team!	  	  We	  introduce	  them	  fully	  on	  page	  5.	  

Here’s to another 
eventful year… 
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Alan was thrilled to receive the 
Life Time Achievement Award at 
the National Adoption Week 
Awards back in October.  He had 
gone to the awards, convinced he 
didn’t have a chance of winning, 
so it came as a very pleasant 
surprise when his name was read 
out!  He said, “In all earnest, 
whilst I was thrilled to take home 
the award, I really want to use 
this opportunity to recognise the 
efforts and hard work of the 
fabulous team we have at Family 
Futures”. 

We were also really pleased that 
Zach Gomm, our wonderful GBB 
instructor and parent mentor, 
was recognised as a runner up for 
the 'Adopter Champion of the 
Year' Award. 

 

Lifetime 
Achievement 

Award 

Adoption 
Comes of Age 

Last year was in many ways a great year for Family Futures and 
adoption services to families. For the past year we have had, thanks 
to a Government grant, the assistance of The Progress Lab, a 
marketing company. They have put us on the Social Networking 
map. Our aim was to explore the use of social media as a conduit for 
communicating what we do and for recruiting prospective adoptive 
parents. We believe that this has been very successful “market 
awareness”. No doubt some of you reading this have come to us as a 
result of their tweeting, blogging or posting.  
 
BBC Children in Need generously funded our Resourcing Adopted 
People in Adolescence (RAPA) project. This innovative project aims 
to provide support and assistance to young adopted people making 
the transition into college or employment and supporting our young 
people’s forum. Speaking of which, the Young People’s Forum this 
year, scripted an animation about being bullied because they were 
adopted young people. Paradoxically, what comes across in the 
animation, is how proud and positive the young people are about 
their adoption status:  
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fBX6TAPuvxA 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In May 2015 the government announced the adoption support fund, 
which has, we hope you all know, given adoptive families access to 
financing for post-adoption therapeutic support. This was a fantastic 
move forward and has unleashed a huge pent-up demand for 
therapeutic help from adoptive families. Many families who have 
waited a long time are now getting the specialist help they need, 
having spent many years having to soldier on without the support 
that they desperately needed. We are very happy that we can help 
these families as the ASF now makes adoption a sustainable option. 
We feel that the Department of Education have really been listening 
to what parents and sympathetic professionals have been saying.   
 
Our Adoption service, i-Adopt, has also benefitted from the ASF, as 
families can look forward to adoption support as part of the package. 
These we hope will enhance our efforts to recruit families. This year 
i-Adopt has placed 4 children with high levels of complex needs with 
adopters that we have assessed. There are 2 more children who have 
been linked with 2 of our families and that we hope will be placed 
early this year. These are all children, who otherwise would not have 
found adoptive families and where Local Authorities have been 
drawn to us because of our robust assessment and preparation 
programme. 
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On 16th March from 7-8.30pm, Family 
Futures will be opening its doors, along 
with the majority of other Independent 
Adoption Agencies across England, to host 
a Big Adoption Day. 

 

As a sector, we believe we can create some 

real impact and amplify our message by 

hosting a national adoption information 

evening, this will take the form of a 

regular adoption information evening, but 

we will also be unveiling a new animation 

aimed at prospective adopters to create an 

extra talking point. 

 

Please share details of our Big Adoption 

Day event with anyone you know who is 

thinking about adoption. 
 

Upcoming Events & Courses 

1. 

2. A Neuro-Physiological Psychology Framework 
for Working with Traumatised Children,  

Level 1 

10am-5pm on 8-12th February 

Our new NPP post-qualifying diploma synergises 
cutting edge research theory & practice. 

 

3. 

4. 

Theraplay Level 1 & Group Training 

9am-5pm on 7-11th March 

Designed to teach the basics for participants to 
begin using Theraplay techniques in their work with 
existing and new clients. 

 

5. 

The Great Behaviour Breakdown Course 

10am-4pm on 8th, 9th & 10th February (Birmingham) 

10am-4pm on 14th, 15th & 29th March (London) 

3-day intensive workshop that provides instructions 
on how to reduce and eliminate 27 difficult 
behaviours. 

 

6. 

Decisions about Contact 

10am-5pm on 22nd March 

Aimed at professionals to provide a clear 
framework for assessing the child’s needs, 
evidence based rationale for contact included in 
the adoption or child care plan & skills for 
making the encounter a therapeutic experience. 

Placing Siblings Together or Apart 

10am-5pm on 23rd February 

Provides an overview of the research & a multi-
dimensional framework for assessment & 
experience oh how to use it. 

 

The Developmental Impact of Trauma on 
Fostered & Adopted Children 

10am-5pm on 24th February 

Aimed at both professionals & parents to have a 
deeper understanding of developmental trauma and 
a model for interventions. 

7. 

Life Storybooks & Life Story Work with 
Children who are Fostered or Adopted 

10am-5pm on 3rd March 

Aimed at professionals to provide a clear structure 
& process for creating life storybooks and 
conducting on-going life story work. 

BIG ADOPTION DAY 

LGBT Adoption & Fostering Week is run 
by New Family Social, the UK support 
group for LGBT adopters and foster 
carers. Each spring, agencies across the 
UK hold events specifically for lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender 
prospective parents.  
 
As an agency Family Futures subscribes 
to New Family Social, you can find 
information all-year-round about 
adoption events happening in your area, 
by clicking below: 
 
http://www.lgbtadoptfosterweek.org.uk 
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Need a respite? 

 
Escape to a luxury self-catering woodland cabin with Forest Holidays and enjoy 10% discount - the perfect 
getaway for families, couples and groups of friends. Choose from 7 locations across England and 2 in 
Scotland, exclusively on breathtaking Forestry Commission land. You can pack your days with action and 
adventure, hiring bikes or trying your hand at canoeing, archery or a range of other pre-bookable activities. 
Or perhaps you prefer to luxuriate with a glass of champagne in your own private hot tub under a starlit sky, 
soaking up the serenity of the forest around you or enjoying a soothing in-cabin spa treatment. The freedom, 
the fresh air and the forest are yours to enjoy at your own pace, whatever the season. And our pet friendly 
cabins mean you can bring your dog too! Our nine forest locations are idyllic destinations in their own right - 
from Cornwall with its rugged coastline and vibrant gardens, to Scotland where mountains, lochs and castles 
vie for attention. Each has its own unique charm, offering you the time and space you need to recharge your 
batteries and reconnect: with yourself, your loved ones and the natural world. 

 
 
 
 

 

Here’s 10% off your next Forest Holiday  

SPECIAL OFFER TIME! 

WIN	  YOUR	  COPY	  OF	  NEW	  BOOK	  -‐	  “HOW	  I	  MET	  MY	  SON” 
	   
How	  I	  Met	  My	  Son	  is	  the	  compelling	  and	  inspiring	  story	  of	  a	  couple’s	  quest	  to	  become	  a	  family.	  When	  
Rosalind	  Powell	  and	  her	  husband	  began	  seriously	  considering	  adoption,	  she	  wanted	  to	  be	  reassured	  
and	   encouraged,	   not	   scared	   off.	   Rosalind’s	   experience	   was	   mixed:	   tough,	   emotional,	   joyful	   and	  
frustrating	  but	  ultimately	  it	  culminated	  in	  her	  beautiful	  adopted	  son. 
	   
It	  is	  a	  book	  about	  being	  a	  parent	  with	  a	  difference.	  Experts	  tell	  us	  that	  no	  amount	  of	  nurturing	  can	  
make	  up	  for	  the	  formative	  experience	  of	  a	  child	  having	  been	  taken	  away	  from	  its	  birth	  mother.	  This	  
book	  explores	  these	  beliefs,	  as	  well	  as	  other	  myths	  and	  realities,	  through	  personal	  experiences	  
interspersed	  with	  comments	  and	  observations	  from	  experts	  and	  fellow	  adoptive	  parents. 
	   
The	  book	  also	  covers	  the	  shock	  of	  infertility,	  the	  rigours	  of	  IVF,	  the	  decision	  to	  adopt	  in	  the	  UK,	  the	  
minefield	  of	  social	  services,	  the	  intensity	  of	  the	  assessment	  process,	  the	  difficulties	  of	  choosing	  a	  child	  

(and	  being	  chosen),	  the	  joy	  and	  shock	  of	  finally	  bringing	  a	  child	  home,	  and	  what	  it	  
means	  to	  be	  a	  parent	  of	  a	  child	  that	  isn’t,	  biologically,	  your	  own.	  A	  lot	  has	  changed	  in	  
the	  adoption	  process	  over	  the	  past	  30	  years	  and	  this	  is	  explored. 
 
We have one copy of this book to give-away, simply send your name and address to 
marketing@familyfutures.co.uk by 11th March,	  a winner will be selected at random 
after the closing date. 

	  	  

Enter FAMILYFUTURES10 in the promo box to save 10% 
at www.forestholidays.co.uk<http://www.forestholidays.co.uk 
or call 03330 110495 and quote this code when you book. The 
10% discount can be taken at any time of the year including 
school holidays and Bank holidays and can be taken across 
all of our cabin types, from the great value Copper Beech to 
the ultimate luxury of a Golden Oak Tree house. This 
discount applies to the cabin price only and not any extras. 
May not be used in conjunction with any other offer and 
cannot be applied      retrospectively. Forest Holidays 
reserves the right to withdraw this offer at any time.  Valid 
for holidays booked by 31st January 2017 and taken by 1st 
January 2018. 

Paperback	  £8.99 
11	  February	  2016	  /	  Blink	  Publishing 
You	  can	  order	  from:	  
http://www.amazon.co.uk/How-‐Met-‐My-‐Son-‐
Adoption/dp/1910536555/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&i
e=UTF8&qid=1453305329&sr=1-‐
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(Continued) 

 

More New Faces at Family Futures 

Fiona Bird joined the Therapy team this month, as a Drama 
therapist.  Fiona brings a wealth of experience having a 
background in working with young people leaving care.  She will 
be working in assessment and treatment and is looking forward 
to learning a great deal within this team. 

Alex Soteriades also joined in January, in a completely new 
position as our Rapa Project worker.  Alex’s main role is to 
support and mentor teenagers with transitions through further 
education and employment and is also responsible for planning 
and organising our regular Young Peoples Forum. 
 

Retta Bowen joined the team in December as an 
Integrative Child and Adolescent Psychotherapist 
and within our Therapy Team. She will be assessing 
and working with children and parents, as well as 
supporting the i-Adopt team.   
 

We’re pleased to announce that we have also expanded 
our Education Team, Charlene Farrugia joins as 
Educational Practitioner, her aim in this role is to liaise 
with schools, parents and therapists in providing an 
integrated individual home/school learning and behaviour 
strategies programme. 
 

We hope you have enjoyed catching up on our 
news, if you have any feedback on our 
newsletter please let us know: 
marketing@familyfutures.co.uk 


